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The HGRA project is focused on fostering local capabilities by equipping beneficiary 
universities with the tools to develop their own academic teaching modules in the field 
of Migration and Development and achieving international recognition for local training 
programs, thereby facilitating current and future partnerships and networking with 
EHEIs, in alignment with the Bologna Process and Dublin Descriptors. 
 
Under WP4, led by Sapienza University of Rome, following the preliminary findings from 
the previous steps of the consultation process with the Libyan partner universities, the 
Second Thematic Roundtable aims to start the path of design of Teaching Modules for 
a Program in Migration and Development, tailored to Libyan higher education 
institutions, ensuring consistency with current EHEA standards. 
 

Agenda 
 

Plenary session 

3:00 pm-3:15 pm Recap and organization focus groups session 
Marcello Scalisi (UNIMED Director and Project Coordinator) and Prof Montalbano 
(Director MSc in Migration and Development, Sapienza University of Rome) 

Focus groups Session* 

3:15 pm -4:30 pm Session 1 – Discussion in groups about each identified macro-area  

 Focus Group Statistics-Demography- Economics - Moderators Conti 
(ISTAT)/Montalbano (Sapienza) 
Focus Group Health – Moderator Kopinska (Sapienza) 
Focus Group Socio-politics (incl. Geopolitics)– Moderators Fassari & Melcangi 
(Sapienza) 
Focus Group Law – Moderator Nucera (Sapienza) 
Focus Group Research Techniques and methods - Moderators Galantino/Letta 
(Sapienza) 

Plenary session 

4:30 pm -5.00 pm Session 2 – Presentation of conclusions from each working group (by 
moderators) 

5:00 pm -5:30 pm Wrap-up and next steps (Maria Cristina Risoli – Sapienza) 

 
* The focus groups session will be organized with the help of Zoom facilities through 
the creation of rooms, each dedicated to the discussion of each macro area. 
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▌ Focus Groups Session 

 

This session aims to identify main topics of interest in the framework of each macro-
area. Below some potential questions to be delivered during the focus groups to 
animate the debate by Moderators. 
   

▌Focus Group Statistics-Demography- Economics   

Moderators: Conti (ISTAT)/Montalbano (Sapienza) 

▪ Would you like to delve into the statistical sources and methodologies used for collecting 
and processing information related to migration, including practical exercises to enhance 
your understanding? 

▪ Are you interested in analyzing and interpreting data on international and national migrations, 
exploring statistical sources and methodologies through practical exercises? 

▪ Are you interested in gaining insights into the international economics of migration, 
specifically analyzing the effects of migration on wages and returns on capital and land? 

▪ Would you like to explore the cost and benefit analysis associated with migration and 
understand their economic implications? 

▪ Are you interested in interpreting the empirical phenomena of mobility using the lens of 
migration theories? 

▪ Would you like to explore the links between climate change and international and local 
mobility? 

 

▌Focus Group Health 

Moderator: Kopinska (Sapienza) 

▪ What are the most pressing health-related topics? 

▪ Should we focus on the prevalence of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and aging? 

▪ Do you see climate change as a significant factor influencing migration patterns and 
associated health risks? 

▪ Do you think it is important to examine the mental health challenges? 

▪ Should reproductive health needs, especially women and children, be a key focus of health 
programs?  

▪ Would it be useful to explore the role of social protection systems (e.g., health insurance, 
social welfare)? 
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▪ Are you interested in exploring the empirics of Food and Nutrition Security? 

▪ Would you like to have more information on the health practices implemented by the 
European countries? 

▪ Do you consider it beneficial to analyze in-depth Global health governance? 

▌Focus Group Socio-politics (incl. Geopolitics) 
Moderators: Fassari & Melcangi (Sapienza) 

▪ Are you interested to delve into the historical aspects of migrations in the Mediterranean 
area?  

▪ Are you curious about understanding the geopolitical context that shapes migration patterns 
and influences international movements? 

▪ Are you interested in understanding the migration routes and border dynamics between 
Libya and other countries? Between origin countries and Libya? Between EU and Libya? 

▪ Are you interested in understanding the migration routes and border dynamics between 
Libya and other countries? Between origin countries and Libya? Between EU and Libya? 

▪ Would you be interested in exploring the connections between human trafficking, criminal 
networks, and the broader phenomenon of migration in the Mediterranean? 

 

▌Focus Group Law 
Moderator: Nucera (Sapienza) 

▪ Would you be interested in exploring externalization of borders policies, recent 
jurisprudential practices, with a particular focus on the cooperation among Mediterranean 
countries? 

▪ Would you be interested in exploring the legal dimensions of the impact of climate change 
on migration patterns? 

▪ Interested in understanding the approaches and procedures involved in recognizing and 
protecting individuals seeking international protection? 

▪ Are you interested in exploring EU immigration law? 
 

▌Focus Group  Research Techniques and methods –  
Moderator:  Galantino/Letta (Sapienza) 

▪ Would you be interested in exploring available sources and data on migration?  

▪ Are you interested in research and analysis examining motivational factors for migration 
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(political, labour, ecological, family reunion, etc)  

▪ Would you like to delve into the econometrics and quantitative applications of labor mobility, 
including practical exercises to enhance your understanding? 

▪ Are you interested in impact assessments practices related to migration policies/actions and 
the related practical exercises? 

▪ Are you interested in exploring the current advancements in constructing indexes to 
measure the integration of migrant populations?  

▪ Would you like to explore contributions of organisations like FAO and IFAD to migration issues 
and concrete examples of their programs and projects? 

▪ What do you like to know more about qualitative research methods in migration studies, in 
relation to motivational factors for migration, practices and experiences of settlement and 
integration, etc.? 

 

▌Moderators Short Biography 
 
Cinzia Conti  (PhD) is a researcher at the National Institute of Statistics (Istat) in the 
field of demographic and social statistics and is responsible for the production of data 
on non-EU citizens and citizenship acquisitions. She coordinates the Istat survey on 
"Children and young people: behaviors, attitudes and future projects". She is chair of the 
Unece steering group on "Migrations statistics" which has the task of informing and 
orienting the Conference of European statisticians on the topic of migration statistics. 
She is a member of Neodemos, an association for the dissemination and dissemination 
of data on demographic trends, and writes on the website www.neodemos.info . She 
recently published, with Salvatore Strozza and Enrico Tucci, the book "New citizens. 
Becoming Italian in the era of globalization" (Il Mulino, 2021). 
 
Letteria Fassari (PhD) is an Associate Professor in Sociology of Cultural and 
Communicative Processes at Sapienza University of Rome, where she directs the Social 
Aesthetics Research Unit. She has led and collaborated on several national and 
international research projects, notably The Quality of Public Space (ongoing since 
2020), in partnership with the Research Center on Space at Technische Universität 
Berlin. Her scholarly contributions focus on the Bologna Process, the academic 
profession, and innovation within university systems. Key publications on these topics 
include L’autonomia Universitaria tra testi e contesti (2004) and L’esperienza del prof. 
(2009), alongside numerous articles in high-impact academic journals. A recent 
contribution  (with E. Spanò) is “Capturing Phantasm in Academia: Evaluation Artefacts 
and Gender,” published in 2019 in the Italian Journal of Sociology of Education, 11(1). 
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She has also edited works addressing university evaluation, such as I sociologi e la 
valutazione dell’Università. Dibattiti e prospettive (2019) and is an active member of the 
scientific network of Scuola Democratica, a leading national journal in the field of 
education. Her expertise extends to migration processes, where she has made 
significant contributions through her research. A recent publication in this field is 
Fassari, L.G., & Pompili, G. (2024), “Performing Muslimness: Proximity and Visibility in the 
Italian Space,” in The Bloomsbury Handbook of Religion, Gender and Sexuality. She is 
actively engaged in the organization of international scientific conferences and 
currently holds the position of Vice-Director of the Department of Social Sciences and 
Economic at Sapienza University of Rome. 
 
Mariagrazia Galantino (PhD) is a Full Professor of Sociology at the Department of Social 
and Economic Sciences of Sapienza, University of Rome, where she teaches General 
Sociology, Methodology of Social Sciences and Sociology of Risk. 
She obtained an International MA in Politics in Europe from the University of Siena in 
2000 and completed a PhD in Social Systems, Organization and Analysis of Public 
Policies at Sapienza, University of Rome in 2004. She has been a Visiting Research Fellow 
at King’s College London and a Visiting Professor at the University of Coimbra, and has 
taught in postgraduate courses and doctoral programs at Italian and foreign universities.  
She has been Chair of the Research Network RN22 Sociology of Risk and Uncertainty of 
the European Sociological Association (ESA) (2021-2024) and she is currently member 
of the Study Group Learning about risks and crisis at the Hanse-
Wissenschaftskolleg/Institute for Advanced Studies and member of the Board of TG04 
of the International Sociological Association (ISA). Her research interests focus on both 
theoretical and empirical sociology of risk and crisis. She has carried out research in 
various social domains such as international security and conflicts, public safety and 
crime, health, migrations, environment. Among her recent publications, the articles The 
Migration-Terrorism Nexus: An Analysis of German and Italian Press Coverage of the 
“Refugee Crisis” (European Journal Of Criminology) and The Use of Risk Language in 
Migration Discourse (Journal of Risk Research).  
 
Joanna Kopinska is an Associate Professor of Economics at the Department of Social 
and Economic Sciences, Sapienza University of Rome, and a Fellow at the Centre for 
Economic and International Studies (CEIS) at the University of Rome Tor Vergata. She 
earned her Ph.D. in Economic Theory and Institutions from the University of Rome Tor 
Vergata. Her research interests lie at the intersection of health economics, public 
economics, and economic demography. She has published her work in leading 
academic journals, including the Journal of the European Economic Association, Journal 
of Health Economics, Demography, Labour Economics, and Health Policy, among others. 
Professor Kopinska has actively contributed to various high-impact research projects, 
collaborating with international organizations such as the OECD, FAO, and World Bank, 
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as well as with key Italian institutions, including the Ministry of Health, ISTAT (Italian 
National Institute of Statistics), and INPS (Italian Social Security Institute). 
 
Marco Letta (PhD) is a Tenure-Track Assistant Professor of Economic Policy at the 
Department of Economics and Social Sciences, Sapienza University of Rome. He holds a 
PhD in Economics and Finance from Sapienza, University of Rome, and was a Visiting 
PhD Student at the Department of Economics, University of Sussex. He is author and 
co-author of several scientific articles and peer-reviewed publications. His research 
interests focus on development economics, applied econometrics, impact assessment 
and policy 
 
Alessia Melcangi (PhD) is an Associate Professor of History and Politics of North Africa 
and the Middle East at the Department of Social Sciences and Economics, Sapienza 
University of Rome; Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Rafik Hariri Center and Middle 
East Programs, Atlantic Council, Washington DC, USA; Associate Research Fellow at the 
Italian Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI), Milan; Associate Fellow and 
member of the scientific committee of the Med-Or Leonardo Foundation, Rome; Visiting 
Fellow at the Centre for Defense Higher Studies (CASD) in Rome. She is also Deputy 
Director of the Master in Migration and Development, Sapienza University of Rome and 
coordinator of its Socio-Political module and faculty member of the Master in Middle 
Eastern Studies (MIMES), Catholic University of the Sacred Heart, Milan. Her research is 
mainly into conflict and governance in the Middle East and North Africa; geopolitics and 
international relations in the Euro-Mediterranean area; identity and polarization 
dynamics in the contemporary Middle East; political and social issues in contemporary 
Egypt and Libya. Regarding these issues she has published several monographs, peer 
review articles in Italian and international journals and policy papers for international 
think tanks.  
 
Pierluigi Montalbano (PhD) is a Full Professor of International Economic Policy at 
Sapienza University of Rome (IT) and Associate Faculty at Department of Economics, 
University of Sussex (UK). Former Chair Holder of the Jean Monnet Chair on "Rethinking 
EU Trade Policy for Development", He is CRUI Representative in the National 
Development Cooperation Council - Group 1 "Agenda 2030 for sustainable 
development, policy consistency, impact and evaluation" and Member of the 
Consultative Committee for Impact Evaluation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
Director of MSc on "International Development and Cooperation Studies" and Director 
of MSc on "Migration and Development", Sapienza University of Rome (IT); Coordinator 
of the PhD programme in Economics and Development, Doctoral School in Social 
Sciences and Economics, Sapienza-University of Rome. He is author and co-author of 
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several, national and international articles and scientific publications and invited 
speakers at several national and international conferences and seminars. 
 
Gianfranco Gabriele Nucera (PhD) is an Assistant Professor of International Law at the 
Department of Political Sciences of Sapienza University of Rome. Professor of 
Environmental Justice and the fight against climate change. Member of the Teaching 
Board of the Doctorate in Public, Comparative and International Law and the Scientific 
Council of the Postgraduate Course in International Protection of Human Rights "Maria 
Rita Saulle". Currently, he participates in the research activities of the project HABITABLE 
- Linking Climate Change, Habitability and Social Tipping Points: Scenarios for Climate 
Migration, funded by the European Commission under the Horizon 2020 program (LC-
CLA-05-2019: Human dynamics of climate change). Since June 2021, he has been 
appointed by the Ministry of the Interior, upon designation by UNHCR, as an Expert in 
Human Rights and International Protection for the Territorial Commission for the 
Recognition of International Protection in Rome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

About the HGRA project 
 

Migration is an international phenomenon affecting several sectors of both the destination and 

the country of origin. EU is the most targeted destination for migrants and there are three main 

routes bringing refugees and migrants to it: the Western Mediterranean Route (usually via 

Morocco to Spain), the Central Mediterranean Route (usually via Libya to Italy) and the Eastern 

Mediterranean Route (usually via Turkey to Greece). 

The Central Mediterranean Route via Libya is the most active one and accounts for the largest 

number of people crossing by sea to Europe. In addition, Libya is both a transit and destination 

country. 

The HGRA project is dedicated to enhancing the role of Libyan universities in addressing 

immigration challenges comprehensively. Central to this mission is the empowerment of 

universities to build capabilities and prepare proficient cadres equipped to tackle immigration 

issues effectively. Through tailored curricula, specialized training programs, and 

interdisciplinary initiatives, universities play a fundamental role in nurturing professionals with 

the expertise to navigate immigration governance, policy formulation, and societal integration. 

Moreover, universities serve as vital hubs for driving scientific research that directly informs 

evidence-based policymaking and strategic interventions in immigration management. By 

fostering a culture of inquiry and innovation, universities contribute invaluable insights into 

immigration dynamics, socio-economic impacts, and best practices in migration governance. 

This research not only enriches our understanding of migration phenomena but also equips 

policymakers with the knowledge needed to devise holistic and sustainable solutions to 

immigration challenges. 

In essence, the HGRA project recognizes universities as linchpins for fostering capacity building 

and scientific research that address immigration issues comprehensively, ultimately 

contributing to the creation of more inclusive and resilient societies. 
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