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ABOUT HGRA

Migration is an international phenomenon affecting several sectors of both the destination and the
country of origin. EU is the most targeted destination for migrants and there are three main routes
bringing refugees and migrants to it: the Western Mediterranean Route (usually via Morocco to
Spain), the Central Mediterranean Route (usually via Libya to Italy) and the Eastern Mediterranean
Route (usually via Turkey to Greece).

The Central Mediterranean Route via Libya is the most active one and accounts for the largest
number of people crossing by sea to Europe. In addition, Libya is both a transit and destination
country.

The HGRA project is dedicated to enhancing the role of Libyan universities in addressing migration
challenges comprehensively. Central to this mission is the empowerment of universities to build
capabilities and prepare proficient cadres equipped to tackle migration issues effectively. Through
tailored curricula, specialized training programs, and interdisciplinary initiatives, universities play a
fundamental role in nurturing professionals with the expertise to navigate migration governance,
policy formulation, and societal integration.

Moreover, universities serve as vital hubs for driving scientific research that directly informs
evidence-based policymaking and strategic interventions in migration management. By fostering a
culture of inquiry and innovation, universities contribute invaluable insights into migration
dynamics, socio-economic impacts, and best practices in migration governance. This research not
only enriches our understanding of migration phenomena but also equips policymakers with the
knowledge needed to devise holistic and sustainable solutions to migration challenges.

In essence, the HGRA project recognizes universities as linchpins for fostering capacity building and
scientific research that address migration issues comprehensively, ultimately contributing to the
creation of more inclusive and resilient societies.
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Summary: The International Perspective on Irregular Migration Through Libya

This presentation explores the phenomenon of irregular migration through Libya to Europe and the
international perspective on Libya’s role in managing this issue. While migration is a shared global
responsibility, Libya faces significant challenges due to its geographical position as a transit country.
The international community has expressed concerns regarding migration management in Libya,
but the complexities of the situation require a balanced and cooperative approach. Libya remains
committed to international collaboration while ensuring its national interests and stability.

Key Drivers of African Migration to Europe

Migration from Africa to Europe is driven by various factors, including economic difficulties,
employment opportunities, and perceptions of better living standards abroad. The "Push and Pull"
theory helps explain this movement, where factors like economic hardship, unemployment, and
instability push individuals to migrate, while opportunities and improved living conditions in Europe
act as pull factors.

Libya’s Role in Migration

As a key transit country, Libya has become an important part of the migration route from Africa to
Europe. While Libya primarily serves as a passage rather than a final destination for migrants, its
role has been highlighted in regional and international discussions. The complexities of migration
management have placed Libya in a challenging position, requiring continuous dialogue and
cooperation with neighboring and international partners.

Migration and Global Security Considerations

Irregular migration presents challenges not only for transit countries but also for both source and
destination countries. Managing migration effectively requires cooperation to address concerns
related to border security, humanitarian needs, and socio-economic impacts. North African
migration routes, particularly through Libya, remain a key focus in discussions on international
security and migration policy.

Libya’s Migration Policies and International Engagement

Libya continues to regulate migration in accordance with national and international laws while
working with regional and global stakeholders. The country has actively participated in discussions
and agreements aimed at improving migration management. However, ongoing challenges such as
resource limitations and political factors have influenced the implementation of policies.
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The International Community’s Approach
The international response to migration through Libya has involved various initiatives, including:

e EU-Libya migration cooperation, focusing on border management and security.

e African Union programs for strengthening regional border management.

o Engagement with international organizations, advocating for improved humanitarian
conditions and sustainable migration policies.

While efforts have been made to support migration management, ongoing dialogue remains
essential to finding balanced and effective solutions that consider the interests of all parties
involved.

Conclusion

The issue of migration through Libya requires continued collaboration between Libya and the
international community. Libya remains committed to constructive engagement and cooperation
while upholding its national policies and maintaining stability. Ongoing discussions and mutual
understanding will be key to addressing migration challenges in a way that benefits all stakeholders.
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