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HGRA activities

University of Sebha hosts Workshop: The Role of Higher Education Institutions in dealing with the
phenomenon of migration "Approaches & Initiatives”

Sebha, January 28, 2025 — Sebha University (Libya), in collaboration with the University of Barcelona and UNIMED,
hosted and coordinated the second workshop of the Work Package 3. This workshop was aimed at examining
the role of academia in supporting social cohesion under the framework of intemational conventions.

The workshop started with the Rector of Sebha University and the SeU HGRA Project Manager welcomed
attendees, emphasizing the importance of addressing migration issues through academic and institutional
initiatives. After the welcoming remarks, representatives from UNIMED provided an overview of current projects in
Libya, highlighting the role of intemational collaboration in tackling migration challenges.

The training sessions, served as an interactive platform for key stakeholders involved in migration-related research
and policy. Throughout the workshop, several professionals presented their research:
o “The Intemational Attitude Toward llegal Immigration Through Libya” by Prof. Dr. Abobaker Almalborouk from
Sebha University.
¢ “The Impact of Migration and Smuggling Routes on Population Transformation in Southern Libyan Cities” by
Prof. Dr. Tarek Elaswed from the University of Zawia.
» “The Right to Private and Family Life under International Law — Educational Perspectives for Libyas Higher
Education System” by Dr. Georgios Milios from the University of Barcelona.
e “Human Mobility, Social Rights, and International Law in Libya — The Role of Libyan Higher Education” by Dr.
Natalia Caicedo from the University of Barcelona.
e “The Role of Sociolinguistics in Addressing Xenophobia and Language Discrimination: A Path Toward
Inclusiveness in Libya” by Ms. Noura Boubaker from the University of Tobruk.

Alively debate and open discussion followed, allowing participants to reflect on the insights shared throughout the
workshop. After the debate, the workshop concluded with some final remarks.
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University of Tripoli's International Cooperation Office Actively Engages in HGRA Project Meetings

Tripoli — The Intemational Cooperation Office at the University of Tripoli has been actively participating in all in-
person and online meetings organized for the HGRA Project (EnHancing manaGement and studies on migRation
issues in LibyA). These meetings brought together all project partners, including the Euro-Mediterranean University
Union (UNIMED), Sapienza University of Rome, the University of Barcelona, Zawia University, the University of Tripol;
Tobruk University, Sabratha Higher Institute for Science and Technology, Sebha University, and Gulf of Sidra
University.

The discussions during these meetings focused on key issues related to the HGRA Project, which aims to enhance
the management and study of migration issues in Libya. Participants exchanged ideas, reviewed progress, and
planned future activities to strengthen the role of Libyan universities in migration research and policy
development.

The Intemational Cooperation Office continues to play a pivotal role in supporting the HGRA Project, ensuring its
alignment with national and interational priorities in migration studies.

Tripoli — Faculty members from the University of Tripoli played an active role in two roundtable meetings held
online to discuss and validate the themes for the HGRA Master’s Program (EnHancing manaGement and studies
on migRation issues in LibyA). The meetings brought together academic experts and project partners to finalize
the curriculum and focus areas for the program.

The discussions centered on developing a comprehensive and relevant Master's program that addresses the
complexities of migration in Libya. Participants reviewed proposed themes, shared insights, and provided
feedback to ensure the program aligns with both academic standards and the practical needs of migration
studies.
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University of Tripoli Professors Participate in Second Capacity-Building Workshop on Migration at Sebha
University

Sebha, January 28-29, 2024 — Professors from the University of Tripoli participated in the second capacity-
building workshop of the HGRA Migration Project, held under the slogan "The Role of Higher Education Institutions
in Addressing Migration: Approaches and Initiatives.” The event, organized by Sebha University on January 28 and
29, 2024, brought together academics and experts to discuss the critical role of universities in tackling migration-
related challenges.

The workshop focused on exploring innovative approaches and initiatives that higher education institutions can
adopt to address the complexities of migration. Participants engaged in discussions on how universities can
contribute to research, policy development, and community engagement to better understand and mitigate the
impacts of migration.

The University of Tripoli's delegation actively contributed to the sessions, sharing insights and experiences from
their academic and research work. The event highlighted the importance of collaboration among Libyan
universities to develop sustainable solutions and build capacity in migration studies.

This participation aligns with the Intemational Cooperation Office’'s ongoing efforts to promote academic
collaboration and address pressing societal issues through research and dialogue. The office reaffirmed its
commitment to supporting such initiatives, which aim to strengthen the role of higher education in addressing
national and global challenges.
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University of Tripoli's Intemational Cooperation Office Participates in Interational Symposium on Migration
IssuesinLibya

Tripoli, July 9, 2024 — The Intemational Cooperation Office at the University of Tripoli, in partnership with the Euro-
Mediterranean University Union (UNIMED), participated in an international symposium on "Enhancing Management
and Studies on Migration Issues in Libya" organized by Zawia University. The event, held on Tuesday, July 9, 2024,
brought together intermational and national academic institutions, including Sapienza University of Rome, the
University of Barcelona, and Libyan partner universities such as the University of Tripoli, Khalij Sirt University, Zintan
University, Sebha University, Tobruk University, and the Higher Institute of Science and Technology in Sabratha.

The symposium is part of the HGRA project EnHancing manaGement and studies on migRation issues in LibyA,
funded under the European Union's ERASMUS+ program. The initiative aims to strengthen Libyan universities
capacity in migration studies and research, contributing to better management and policy development in this
critical field.

The event featured keynote speeches from prominent figures, including the President of the University of Tripoli,
the Mayor of Zawiya Municipality, the Director of University Affairs at the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, and Mr. Marcello Scalisi, President of UNIMED. Their remarks highlighted the importance of intemational
collaboration and the role of higher education institutions in addressing migration challenges.

In addition to the main sessions, the symposium included a series of panel discussions and training activities as
part of the HGRA project. These sessions provided a platform for academics, researchers, and policymakers to
exchange knowledge, share best practices, and explore innovative approaches to migration studies and
management.

The participation of the University of Tripoli's Interational Cooperation Office reinstate its commitment to be
present in intermational academic partnerships and addressing pressing global issues such as migration. The office
reaffimned its dedication to supporting initiatives that enhance research, policy development, and capacity-
building in Libya and beyond.
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United Nations Libya, Situational Assessment of The South of Libya 2024,
January 2025,
https//libyaunorg/en/287647-situational-assessment-south-libya-2024

This document presents a detailed analysis of the challenges and opportunities facing Libya, with a particular
focus on the southern region, to inform strategies for sustainable development, peacebuilding, and resilience.

The analysis addresses critical gaps, identifies development priorities, and highlights the role of various
stakeholders, linking findings to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to propose actionable
recommmendations. Libya's post-revolution reality remains marked by political economic, social and
environmental challenges, particularly for the southermn region—encompassing key municipalities such as Sebha,
Murzug, Ghat, Kufra, and Ubari—facing acute wvulnerabilities compounded by conflict, governance deficits, and
systemic underdevelopment.

Diego Zambiasi, Externalizing rescue operations at sea: The migration deal between ltaly and Libya,
January 2025,
https.//academic.oup.com/joeg/article/25/1/41/7715989

Between 2010 and 2019, the global number of forcibly displaced individuals doubled, prompting countries to sign
migration deals. Under these agreements, transit or origin countries halt migrants in exchange for support. The 2017
ltaly—Libya deal outsourced search and rescue operations in the Central Mediterranean to the Libyan Coast
Guard (LCG), aiming to stop migrants from reaching ltaly. Using a spatial difference-in—differences design, we find
an increase in the probability of observing a deadly incident in areas patrolled by the LCG post-deal. Descriptive
evidence suggests a shift in routes, diverting a significant portion of migration to the Western Mediterranean Route.



https://dtm.iom.int/reports/libya-heat-risk-along-migration-routes-libya
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/article/25/1/41/7715989
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University of Tripoli Hosts Workshop on lllegal Migration: Tackling Security and Humanitarian Challenges

Tripoli, December 4, 2024 — The International Cooperation Office at the University of Tripali, in collaboration with
the Department of Sociology at the Faculty of Arts and Languages, organized a scientific workshop titled "llegal
Migration: Between Security Challenges and Humanitarian Risks". The event, held at the university’s administrative
building conference hall, aimed to address the escalating phenomenon of illegal migration, both locally and
globally, through academic and research-driven discussions.

The event brought together a diverse group of participants, including academics, researchers, postgraduate
students, legal experts, and representatives from various departments of the Ministry of Interior. Key attendees
included officials from the Graduate School of Security Studies, the lllegal Migration Combat Agency, the Border
Guard, the Passports, Nationality, and Foreigners Affairs Department, the General Administration for Training, and
the Libyan Red Crescent, among others.

Throughout the workshop, several research papers were presented, covering a wide range of topics related to
ilegal migration:
o 'llegal Migration: Concepts, Terminology, and Issues” by Mr. Mohamed Darhoubi from the Ministry of Interior.
 'The Sociology of Migration: Analyzing the Network of Relationships Between Citizens and Migrants” by Dr.
Aisha Fashika.
e "Searching for the Missing and Rebuilding Family Ties" by Suhail Suleiman from the Red Crescent.
» "Migration and Its Impact on the Stereotypical Image of the Libyan Personality in the Context of Organized
Crime" by Dr. Jamila Hadi.
e "The Social and Economic Impacts of llegal Migration on Libyan Society’ by Dr. lbrahim Nani.
* "Probable Trends in Regular Migration of Libyan Youth Abroad' by Mr. Hani Tarhouni.
o "The Rights of Refugees and Migrants in Islam" by Major Amjad Saleh from the Graduate School of Security
Studies.

The workshop concluded with an open discussion and the formulation of key recommendations aimed at
reducing the risks associated with illegal migration. Participants emphasized the need to strengthen the
implementation of local and intemational laws, enhance cross-border cooperation, and address the root causes
of migration through socio-economic and security measures.

This event marked a significant step forward in addressing the complex challenges of illegal migration. It
showcased the University of Tripoli's commitment to involving academic and institutional collaboration on
pressing global issues. The International Cooperation Office expressed its dedication to continuing such initiatives
to promote research, dialogue, and actionable solutions in the future.
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Upcoming Events on Migration Studies

Tripoli — The International Cooperation Office at the University of Tripoli has unveiled plans for a series of upcoming
events aimed at addressing critical issues related to migration. These initiatives highlight the university’s
commitment to advance academic collaboration and research in migration studies.

In collaboration with the Facutty of Media, the university is organizing an event in May 2025 to explore the role of
media in migration. The discussion will focus on relevant studies and the impact of media narratives on public
perception and policy-making regarding migration.

Additionally, the university is partnering with the Faculty of Law to host an event in June 2025 examining the role
of law in migration, both in Libya and interationally. This event will bring together legal experts, academics, and
researchers to discuss legal frameworks, challenges, and solutions related to migration.

The university is also preparing to host a major two-day event in October 2025 as part of the HGRA Project
(EnHancing manaGement and studies on migRation issues in LibyA). This event will serve as a platform for
academics, policymakers, and interational partners to share insights, present research findings, and discuss
strategies for addressing migration challenges.

These activities stress the University of Tripoli's leadership in migration studies and its dedication to promoting
interdisciplinary research and collaboration. The Interational Cooperation Office reaffimed its commmitment to
supporting initiatives that contribute to national and global efforts in understanding and managing migration.

For more information on these events and other activities, please contact the International Cooperation Office at
the University of Tripoli at ico@uoteduly

Activating Student Participation in Migration Studies

As part of its role as a partner in the migration project, the Higher Institute of Science and Technology in Sabratha
plans to hold discussions with a number of academic professors and researchers from Sabratha University. The
aim is to encourage students from the Geography, History, and Law departments to engage with migration topics
in their graduation projects. These discussions are scheduled to take place in May.
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Sebha University to Host International Conference on Irregular Migration on May 5, 2025

Amid growing national and interational concems over the phenomenon of irregular migration, Sebha University is
preparing to host a major intemational conference titled “Irregular Migration and Its Impact on Libyan National
Security and Neighboring Countries” on May 5, 2025. The conference is organized by the university’s Center for
Strategic Studies.

This academic event comes in response to the urgent need for a deeper understanding of the complex
dimensions of irregular migration, a challenge Libya faces acutely due to its strategic geographic location, which
has made it a key transit point for migrants heading to Europe.

Diverse Themes and a Comprehensive Vision
The conference will address three main thematic axes that cover various aspects of the issue:

» Migration and Geography: This axis explores the concept, pattemns, and motives of migration, its historical
context, points of origin, transit routes, destination hubs, and the threats posed by irregular migration from a
geographical and security perspective.

e Migration Impacts: This axis discusses the political, security, economic, social, cultural, demographic, and
public health implications of irregular migration on receiving countries.

 Policies and Measures: This section focuses on irregular migration policies between Libya, the Sahel and
Sahara countries, and both shores of the Mediterranean. It also explores the role of legislation in mitigating
risks, the development of cooperative strategies to strengthen national security, and the role of media in
addressing the negative consequences of migration.

The conference has received over 300 research papers from within Libya and abroad, covering all major themes,
reflecting the strong academic and research interest in this pressing global issue.

Sebha University aims, through this conference, to enrich academic dialogue and contribute to proposing
practical solutions and effective policies to address one of the most complex challenges facing the region.

For more information about the conference, visit the official website of conference:
https;//sebhaueduly/lic/



https://sebhau.edu.ly/IIIc/
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Combating Migrationis a National Duty, Not an Exteral Obligation

Osama Mohammed (Sabratha Higher Institute)

The phenomenon of illegal migration is classified as one of the most serious threats after terrorism, posing a
danger to national security. This issue has directly impacted Libya's security and all sectors. In response, Libya has
worked to curb the growth of this phenomenon through agreements and treaties signed in cooperation with ltaly
and other countries, aiming to serve all parties involved. However, the absence of effective solutions from the
international community has led to one-sided resolutions, making Libya a victim and holding it responsible for the
increasing influx of migrants.

As a result, Libya has recently witnessed widespread debate within society regarding the resettlement of illegal
migrants. Protests and demonstrations have erupted in public squares, rejecting the exploitation of Libyan
territory as a solution to this crisis. This situation raises concerns about potential confrontations between residents
and migrants.

Given the seriousness of the situation, the Prime Minister of the Government of National Unity chaired an
extensive meeting on March 13, 2025, in Tripoli, attended by the Ministers of Interior, Foreign Affairs, and Labor. The
meeting focused on the implications of illegal migration on Libya's security and economy, leading to the following
agreements:

¢ Strengthening border control and pursuing human trafficking gangs.

 Enhancing security measures on main roads and smuggling routes.

o Establishing a mechanism to regulate legal employment within the country.

At the end of the meeting, the Prime Minister called on the European Union and the intemational commmunity to
provide assistance and support in monitoring and securing the borders. He also emphasized the need to
cooperate with countries of origin to facilitate deportations and reiterated the Libyan government’s refusal to
accept any pressure or compromises that would make Libya a destination for migrant resettlement.

Following this meeting, the Minister of Interior held an emergency meeting with several ministers and security
officials. The key outcomes of this meeting included:

e Forming a specialized security force to secure the borders.

» Collaborating with international partners to combat human trafficking networks.

e Strengthening cooperation with migrant-sending countries and intemational organizations to address the

crisis at its root.
¢ Upholding national security and maintaining the independence of Libyan laws and decisions.
» Ensuring the humane treatment of migrants by placing them in proper shelters until their deportation.
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The Role of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Combating Irregular Migration

Hamza Muftah (Sabratha Higher Institute)

In the last decades, Libya has been mostly afflicted by irregular migration from Africa and Middle East countries.
The strategic geographical location of Libya and its long borders with Sub-Saharan countries have made it a main
transit point for migrants intending to migrate Europe. This issue has been deteriorated after the revolution and
the collapse of previous regime in 20T, which turmed Libya into a transit destination for irregular migrants who seek
better life opportunities in Europe. Despite the efforts of Libya's political and security authorities to contain and
address this issue, higher education institutions in Libya have not played its role in supporting those efforts.

Higher education institutions and scientific research can contribute to addressing the root causes of irregular
migration through introducing sustainable solutions. Higher education is one of the most effective systems that
can play a vital role in reducing irregular migration by promoting economic and social development in migrant-
sending countries. Strengthening higher education systems in Africa and Middle East countries can make
migrant-sending countries more prosperous, providing them with educational and professional opportunities and
thereby, reducing their need to migrate in search of a better life In case of Libya, higher education can combat
iregular immigration and its impact on Libya through establishing BA and MA programs that contribute to
produce national researchers and experts in migration management. These professionals can also play a key role
in the development of effective migration policies by conducting research investigating and analyzing the political,
social and economic effects of irregular migration on Liby. Their insights and efforts can undoubtedly support the
local authorities in Libya to formulate national policies that address these issues in a sustainable and evidence-
lbased way.

From this perspective, higher education institutions in Libya can consider the following recommendations as
effective methods for activating their roles in this regard:

o Establishing specialized research centers to study irregular migration and provide practical
recommendations to policymakers.

» Establishing postgraduate programs to produce national experts and researchers specialized in irregular
migration.

e Launching awareness programs targeting African youth in sending-migration countries, educating them
about the dangers of irregular migration in sustainable and evidence-based manner.

To sum up, higher education and scientific research are essential apparatus in fighting irregular migration, not only
by improving economic opportunities but also by providing practical solutions to tackle social and economic
problems that force migrants to risk their lives seeking a better future in the MENA region and Europe. Sustainable
educational and research policies can play a promising role in addressing this issue and achieving greater stability
across the whole region.
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University of Tripoli's Intemational Cooperation Office Hosts Discussion on Migration Studies

Tripoli, March 4, 2024 — The Intemational Cooperation Office at the University of Tripoli organized a discussion
session on March 4, 2024, bringing together experts in migration studies from the Faculty of Law. The session
focused on scientific research related to migration studies to stress the growing importance of understanding this
global phenomenon.

The event provided a platform for academics and researchers to exchange insights and present their findings on
various aspects of migration. Discussions centered on the social, legal, and economic dimensions of migration, as
well as its implications for Libya and the broader intemational community.

Dbeibah chairs meeting onirregular migration and border security

26/03/2025 - The Libya Observer
httpsy//libyaobserverly/inbrief/dbeibah-chairs-meeting-irregular-migration-and-border-security

Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibbah has chaired a high-level meeting to review the latest developments on irregular
migration and border security.

During Tuesday’s meeting, Dbeibah underscored the importance of coordination between security agencies and
government ministries to enhance border control and curb migration flows. He also called for intensified security and
inteligence efforts to address challenges linked to irregular migration.

Acting Interior Minister Imad Trabelsi, who also leads the High Committee for Migration and Border Security, briefed
attendees on the outcomes of an emergency meeting held to discuss border management. He outlined the latest
measures aimed at strengthening security oversight.

The meeting was attended by several senior officials, including the ministers of local governance, labour,
transportation, and acting foreign minister, as well as the head of the Intermal Security Agency.
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Voluntary repatriation flights for Nigerien migrants from Libya suspended for 10 months

26/03/2025 - The Libya Observer
https;//libyaobserverly/news/voluntary-repatriation-flights-nigerien-migrants-libya-suspended-10-months

The voluntary repatriation of Nigerien migrants from Libya has been halted for the past ten months, according to
Niger's chargé daffaires in Libya, Abdoul Aziz Loulé Harou. The suspension comes despite ongoing efforts by Libya's
Anti-lllegal Immigration Agency, in collaboration with the United Nations, to facilitate retum flights for migrants.

Speaking in Tripoli on Monday, Harou met with Libya's Minister of Labour and Rehabilitation, Ali Al-Abed, to discuss
the situation of Nigerien workers and the regulation of foreign labour in Libya.

Al-Abed underscored the importance of registering workers on the Wafed digital platform, conducting medical
screenings, and ensuring legal documentation for those seeking employment in Libya. He also emphasized the
need for greater awareness among the Nigerien community regarding employment regulations and assured that
the ministry would work on addressing challenges related to voluntary repatriation and exit visas.

Harou attributed the suspension of repatriation flights to restrictions on land routes in Al-Shuwayrif and delays in
issuing exit visas for air travel, making the return process difficult. He confirmed that the Nigerien embassy in Tripoli is
working with Libyan authorities to resume voluntary repatriations once these logistical issues are resolved.

European Developments

Libya, Spain discuss cooperation in the preservation and restoration of historic buildings

24/03//2024 - The Libya Observer
httpsy//libyaobserverly/inbrief/libya-spain-discuss-cooperation-preservation-and-restoration-historic-buildings

The head of the Antiquities Authority met with the Spanish ambassador to Libya to explore ways to enhance
cooperation between the two countries in the field of archaeological studies.

During the meeting, held at the authority headquarters on Sunday, both sides discussed joint prospects for the
preservation and restoration of historic buildings, as well as modem apyplications for archiving. The discussions also
covered efforts to combat the illegal trade in cultural property, the organization of joint workshops, and the exchange
of expert visits between the two countries.
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US, Uk, ltaly, France, and Germany announce support for Audit Bureau, its leadership, and independence

27/03//2025 - The Libya Observer
httpsy//libyaobserverly/inbrief/us-uk-italy—france-and-germany-announce-support-audit-bureau-its-leadership-
and

In a joint statement, the embassies of the United States, the United Kingdom, ltaly, France, and Germany affirmed their
full support for the Libyan Audit Bureau and its leadership, describing it as an important institution for ensuring
effective public financial management and contributing to the fight against corruption and the theft of Libya's
resources.

The five embassies emphasized their support for the Audit Bureau's work, considering it an essential part of the
Libyan state that helps strengthen intemational confidence in Libya, according to the statement.

The statement also stressed the need to respect the independence and integrity of the Audit Bureau by all parties in
Libya, free from any political interference from any side.




